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tangible/intimate/half-life
Joss Smith

Duration: c. 4:30

Programme Note:

for solo harp

tangible - afforded by the physicality of sound production and gestural clarity

intimate - embracing all-encompassing sound 

half-life - a gradual degradation of intensity until nothing is left
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Harp Preparations: 
 
 
Low C string tuned to B 
 
 
Bottom 7 strings all prepared with foil, springs and paperclips (Multiple on 
each) 
 
 
Entire rest of harp prepared with card between strings except for top fifth. 
 
 
The performer will require two guitar plectrums and a ridged pencil (Such as  
Faber-Castell GRIP 2001) 
 
 
 
 
Performance Directions: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
           
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Move with right hand to the top of the harp ready to 
freeze.  

Pres de chevilles – play above tuning pins. 

Play string with ridged pencil (Such as Faber-
Castell GRIP 2001) with a bowing motion in and 
out. The pencil should be in the centre of the string.  
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Scratching sound, produced by pinching the string 
between thumb and forefinger. Movements up and 
down should be approximately 5cm in distance. 

Scratching sound, produced by moving the whole 
hand, first in up and down movements and then in 
circular motions, when indicated in the score. 
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 


 

   


 

 




 
 




 

 

  

 
  



 

   

 

 
 

 





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





102

105

f p f p

108

f ff

110

112

   

   

  

  





 

 

 

 


Freeze


Plectrum 
down 

With flesh





   
 


Freeze

   

   



  


with flesh * 


 

 



3



* Pres de chevilles with plectrum, otherwise without.



 
 














  



 
  



 
 




     


 


  



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





114

117

pp

119

f

123

pp f pp

127

  

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

  



 c. 5s



 






 


 

slow down to a complete halt




  

 


 

    




   


  






 
 




  


 

  






  
               





      



  




    


  

   

 






 
  


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




p pp

130

133

p

136

139

pp

  

  

  

  

  

  





 







 

   









  


  


5


 






 



 


 

     



  


 


 

                 

 

     


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




pp

142

p

145

pp

p

149

f

pp p pp

154

 

 

  

  

   

   

     

     


5 5



  


5 5

   
5

 

 
Plectrum down

   

   

 Pinch strings

        

     

  


               
     

      




      

         
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




p pp

160

164

p
pp

169

173

  

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

    

  
5  

5   
Rub strings with 
palm of hand

 

      

  5 5

   3 


 5 

 Pencil down
    

   5

      

       

           

                   

               

         

        

   

          
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




178

182

186

190

ppp

  

  






Circular hand movements on strings

3
3



    5

  
3

3

 5  

    


5

5 5 5



    

 Move to bottom of string

 
5 

      

  

    

   

           

      
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